on Friday, so if it fell for the towns on the Sabbath, they too 
should read it on Friday. [Why are they to read it on the day of 
assembly, Thursday, instead?]” 


[K] But the Mishnah contains the opinions of two different 
Tannaitic authorities. 


[L] The first of the two Tannaite authorities represented in the 
Mishnah maintains the view that in any case in which the 
reading of the Megillah is moved from its normal place, the 
reading is not to be moved to the day of assembly. 


[M] And the other Tannaite authority maintains that in any case in 
which the reading of the Megillah is moved from its normal 
place, it is to be moved to a day of assembly. 


[N] He said to them, “This is what Rab said. The Mishnah 
represents the view of a single Tannaitic authority. On what 
account, then, did they say that if the fourteenth of Adar fell for 
the cities on the Sabbath, they read the Megillah on Friday 
[rather than on Thursday, the day of assembly]? 


[O] “It is in line with that which R. Helbo, R. Huna, Rab in the 
name of R. Hiyya the Elder said, ‘All carry out their obligation 
to read the Megillah on the fourteenth of Adar, for that is the 
proper time for reading it.’ 


[P] “And along these same lines, if the time to read the 
Megillah for the towns coincided with the Sabbath, it is in 
line with what R. Helbo said: ‘The thirteenth was a day of 
fighting, and it gives evidence for itself that there is no rest 
on such a day for the reading of the Megillah [on which 
account the reading is pushed up by two days, to the 
twelfth].”’ 


[Q] There is a teaching available as follows: Villages read 
the Megillah on Friday, large towns advance it to the 
day of assembly, and those surrounded by a wall do so 
after the Sabbath [on Sunday]. 


[R] What in fact is the accepted practice? 


[S] Said R. Yosé, “It is not possible [at this time for the 
fourteenth to coincide with the Sabbath at all]. 


[T] “But if it were possible [for that to be the case], then the 
law is in accord with the Mishnah.” 


